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Volunteers Needed! 
Help Construct The ReCONNstruction Center 


A group of inspired people from the home construction and environmental professions are 
investigating the feasibility of establishing a retail store to accept donations of unwanted building 
materials and make these materials available for resale to the general public. The store will be 
called “The ReCONNstruction Center” and will be incorporated as a non-profit organization. 


The mission of The ReCONNstruction Center is to promote environmental 
and social sustainability by salvaging building materials and selling them at 
prices affordable to average wage earners, and to support these activities 
specifically in urban areas, recognizing those locations as essential to the 
long term sustainability of the economy and culture. The ReCONNstruction 
Center will support the local economy and provide much needed materials to 
homeowners, non-profits, schools, building contractors, do-it-yourselfers, 
homeless shelters, and a variety of organizations supporting disadvantaged people. 


We are currently seeking volunteers to serve on a steering committee to help research funding 
sources, assist in the non-profit application process, write a business plan, and identify possible 
siting locations in Connecticut. For more information, or to volunteer, please contact K.C. 
Alexander at 860-424-3239 kathy.alexander@po.state.ct.us, or Frank Gagliardo at 860-424-3130 
frank.p.gagliardo@po.state.ct.us 








CT DEP Certification Program for Solid Waste Facility 
Operators 


For over 30 years, the Waste Planning & Standards Division of the Waste 
Management Bureau has been conducting certification & training classes for 
operators/employees of all solid waste facilities in the State of Connecticut. 


In the past, only landfill operators were trained & certified in this program. However, as solid 
waste management has changed over the years, this certification program has been expanded to 
educate operators of transfer stations, recycling & volume reduction facilities and resources 
recovery facilities (also known as trash-to-energy plants). 


Approximately 45 classes are conducted each year certifying about 600 operators per year. 
According to DEP regulations, there must be at least one certified operator on-site at all times 
during operating hours. Therefore, not every employee must be certified but the Department does 
encourage as many employees as possible to attend this free training. Solid waste facility 
operators are also required to be re-certified every five years. 


Most classes are site-specific since there is such diversity among solid waste facilities. Classes 
consist of lectures reviewing the relevant DEP regulations, facility permits and operational plans, 
the solid waste management plan/hierarchy, safety, reporting requirements, what to expect 
during a DEP inspection, typical problems & troubleshooting. Most of this educational 


information, schedule of classes and registration will be eventually placed on DEP's web-site. 
Watch for it! 


For additional information regarding the DEP Certification program, please contact: Carey L. 
Hurlburt (860) 424-3248 or carey.hurlburt@po.state.us.ct 





Recycling Bookmarks are Now Available 


Last Fall the Connecticut Recyclers Coalition sponsored a design-a- 
bookmark contest (see Jan/Feb 2002 Gazette for list of winners). The twelve 
winning designs have now been made into bookmarks. The bookmarks 
backs come in four designs and feature recycling websites, fun facts about 
recycling, general recycling information and ideas for America Recycles Day 
events. Samples of the bookmark designs will be sent to every school and 
every public library in Connecticut in early Fall. A supply of bookmarks will 
also be sent to everyone coordinating a Connecticut Recycles Day event for 2002. Printing of the 
bookmarks was sponsored through the generous donations of the Connecticut Recyclers 
Coalition, Northeast Utilities, the American Forest and Paper Association and the Newark 
Group. If you would like to order a supply, please contact Meg Enkler at (860) 424-3238. 





Start Planning- Connecticut Recycles Day is Just Around the Corner! 


The sixth annual celebration is only a few short months away. National prizes for youth and 
adults will be posted on the national site later this summer, www.americarecyclesday.org. 
Connecticut will continue to offer prizes for both youth (under 18) and adults. The full listing of 
prizes and donors will be announced later this summer. Past prizes have included computers, 
benches made from recycled plastic, gift certificates, recycled luggage sets, 
compost bins, recycling services, trips to Boy Scout Camp and more. Our 
pledge card has been reworked into a completely new format and will 
now be a "Promise Card" which will put a greater emphasis on the 
individual actions that participants agree to take to help promote 
reducing, reusing and recycling. 





We will also continue to offer the free "Teacher's Recycling Kit" to schools that are holding a 
Connecticut Recycles Day Event between September 1, - November 20, 2002. In addition, 
event organizers who register their events can receive videos, posters, a supply of promotional 
items and more. The promotional materials will include some small items such as rulers, pencils 
and magnets that can be given to everyone attending an event as well as some larger items. The 
large items will include T-shirts, tote bags, slinkies, mugs, plastic neck wallets and glass marble 
keychains. Only 1 of the larger items will be provided per event. For detailed information about 
these program offerings and to find out how you can get your school, town, organization or 
business involved in this exciting event, contact Meg Enkler, Connecticut Recycles Day 
Coordinator at (860) 424-3238 or visit the CT © DEP website at 
www.dep.state.ct.us/wst/recycle/ctrecycles.htm. New information will be posted throughout the 
summer. 


The Department of Environmental Protection is an affirmative action/equal opportunity employer, providing 
programs and services in a fair and impartial manner. In conformance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, 
DEP makes every effort to provide equally effective services for persons with disabilities. Individuals with 
disabilities needing auxiliary aids and services, or for more information by voice or TYY/TDD call (860) 424-3000. 
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